
 

LISEF 2016 Special Award Winners 

 

American 
Meteorological 

Society 

Description Name School 

Recognizing students who 

perform research in related 

oceanic and hydrologic 

sciences 

Diana Apoznanski Smithtown High School West 

Jonathan Kapilian Long Beach High School 

Alexandra Kapilian Long Beach High School 

Max Miranda 
Paul D. Schreiber 

High School 

Simar Sawhney Herricks High School 

Ryan Scheinberg Smithtown High School West 

Benjamin Senzer Syosset High School 

American 
Psychological 
Association 

Description Name School 

Recognizing Outstanding 

Research in the Behavioral 

Sciences 

Jessica Conforti Northport High School 

Miriam Eisenberg 
North Shore Hebrew 

Academy High School 
Nicolas Furci Roslyn High School 
Jessica Huang Jericho High School 
John Jeffrey Kings Park High School 

Graelin Mandel 
John L. Miller Great Neck 

North High School 

Jordyn Schor 
Plainview Old Bethpage JFK 

High School 

ASM Materials 
Science 

Description 
Name 

 
School 

 

Demonstration of some 

aspect of the materials 

paradigm, i.e., structure, 

processing, properties, 

performance, relationships 

Dessie DiMino Garden City High School 
Grace Hu Jericho High School 

Rishi Shah Jericho High School 
Smiti Shah Bethpage High School 

Fangrui Tong Ward Melville High School 
Abigail Wax Harborfields High School 

Elaina Zodiatis Smithtown High School East 

Association for 
Women 

Geoscientists 

Description Name School 

Acknowledges young 

women for their work in 

earth & environmental 

sciences 

Diana Apoznanski Smithtown High School West 
Frances Flynn Brentwood High School 
Reeda Iqbal Brentwood High School 

Summer Khan Manhasset High School 
Zainab Nathani East Meadow High School 

Augusta Uwamanzu-Nna 
Elmont Memorial High 

School 

ASU Walton 
Sustainability 

Solutions 
Initiative 

Description Name School 

This initiative seeks to 

recognize collaboration to 

deliver sustainability 

solutions, accelerate global 

impact and inspire future 

leaders. 

Jared Bergen Sayville High School 
Abbigayle Cuomo Commack High School 
Jonathan Kapilian Long Beach High School 

Alexandra Kapilian Long Beach High School 
Benjamin Senzer Syosset High School 

Kimberly Te Manhasset High School 

Elizabeth Van Loon Commack High School 

  



BioPhysical 

Society Award 

Description Name School 

 
Recognizes a student with 

research focusing in 
biophysical research 

 

Adam Pahlavan Jericho High School 

Genius Global 

Environmental 

Issues 

Olympiad 

Description Name School 

 
Students may apply to the 

GENIUS Olympiad, an 
international research fair 
focusing on the common 
focus of environmental 

issues.  
 

Mackezie Kagan 
Half Hollow Hills High 

School East 

Steven Obadiah Bellmore JFK High School 

Intel Excellence 
in Computer 

Science 

Description Name School 

Recognizing Excellence in 

Computer Science 

Rahul Chaudhry Syosset High School 
Sahil Chaudhry Syosset High School 

Matthew DiStefano Oceanside High School 
Ariel Leong Ward Melville High School 

David Li Commack High School 

Wu Linxin Sayville High School 

Niranjan Senthilkumar Manhasset High School 

I-SWEEEP 

Description Name School 

To stimulate research in 

sustainable world energy, 

engineering and 

environmental projects 

Evan Lander 
Plainview Old Bethpage JFK 

High School 

Elizabeth Rieger Garden City High School 

Mu Alpha 
Theta 

Description Name School 

Recognizes Excellence in 

Mathematics 

Sophia Chen Ward Melville High School 

Brandon Epstein 
Half Hollow Hills High 

School West 

Brian Kishinevsky 
Sanford S. Calhoun High 

School 

Allegra Noto 
Paul D. Schreiber  

High School 
Mehtaab Sawhney Commack High School 

Anton Wu 
Half Hollow Hills High 

School East 
Xiaocheng Yang St. Anthony’s High School 

NASA Earth 
System Science 

Award 

Description Name School 

Recognizes student 

advances in science, 

technology, aeronautics, 

and space exploration, to 

enhance knowledge, 

education, innovation, 

economic vitality and 

stewardship of Earth. 

Abbigayle Cuomo Commack High School 

Frances Flynn Brentwood High School 

Reeda Iqbal Brentwood High School 

Connor O’Malley Smithtown High School West 

Kimberly Te Manhasset High School 

Elizabeth Van Loon Commack High School 

  



NOAA 

Description Name School 

Recognizes research that 

emphasizes NOAA’s 

mission: to understand & 

predict changes in the 

Earth’s environment & 

conserve & manage coastal 

& marine resources 

Lisbette Hernandez Brentwood High School 

Shade Hightower Brentwood High School 

Max Miranda 
Paul D. Schreiber  

High School 

Oindrila Naha Brentwood High School 

Simar Sawhney Herricks High School 

Office of Naval 
Research 

Description Name School 

Encourages students to 

develop and retain an 

interest in science and 

engineering, by producing 

and presenting quality 

science and engineering 

projects. 

 

August Chen 
John L. Miller Great Neck 

North High School 

Alexis D’Alessandro 
Half Hollow Hills High 

School West 

Karena Etwaru 
Half Hollow Hills High 

School East 

Justin Kim Jericho High School 

Kelvin Ma 
Shoreham Wading River 

High School 

Adam Pahlavan Jericho High School 

Caitlin Unkenholz Smithtown High School West 

Ricoh 

Description Name School 

Demonstrated principles 

and technical innovations 

that offer greatest potential 

for increasing ability to 

grow environmentally 

friendly and socially 

responsible businesses 

 

Jared Bergen Sayville High School 

Chelsea D’Agrella Brentwood High School 

Jessica Guerrero Brentwood High School 

Hannah Kim West Islip High School 

Steven Obadiah Bellmore JFK High School 

Jasmine Wong 
John L. Miller Great Neck 

North High School 

Lilia Zetrene Brentwood High School 

Society for in 
Vitro Biology 

Description Name School 

Recognizing outstanding 

juniors exhibiting projects 

in the areas of plant or 

animal in vitro biology or 

tissue cultures 

 

Katrina Almodovar Oceanside High School 
Mohamed El-Abtah Syosset High School 

Michael Lai Jericho High School 
Sandra Li Jericho High School 

Matthew Perkins 
George W. Hewlett High 

School 

Emily Peterson Smithtown High School East 

Stockholm 

Junior Water 

Prize 

Description Name School 

 

Students are able to apply 

for this competition focused 

on SIWI’s vision of a water 

wise world, where the value 

of water is recognized, and 

is shared and allocated 

sustainably, equitably and 

efficiently, to meet 

everyone’s basic needs. 

Sagar Desai East Meadow High School 
Rachel Gladstone Smithtown High School West 

Augusta Uwamanzu-Nna 
Elmont Memorial High 

School 

Jasmine Wong 
John L. Miller Great Neck 

North High School 

Aarij Zubair East Meadow High School 

Aileen Irwin 

Wissner-Gross 

Award 

Description Name School 

Recognizing students with 
research in conservation 

Jared Bergen Sayville High School 

Hannah Kim West Islip High School 

  



U.S. Airforce 

Description Name School 

Projects demonstrating 

scientific method and high 

quality 

Wu Linxin Sayville High School 

Roshan Patel Ward Melville High School 

Brian Rhee 
Half Hollow Hills High 

School East 

Kunal Shah Syosset High School 

U.S. Metric 
Association 

Description Name School 

Recognizing a significant 

amount of quantitative 

measurement, best using 

the SI metric system 

Lee Blackburn Lawrence High School 
Ayesha Chhugani Herricks High School 

Hunter Cohen 
Cold Spring Harbor  

High School 
Andrew Meersand Lynbrook High School 

Tal Moriah 
Plainview Old Bethpage JFK 

High School 

Ariel Slepyan 
George W. Hewlett High 

School 

Scot Soifer 
North Shore Hebrew 

Academy High School 

Yale Science 
and 

Engineering 
Association 

Description Name School 

Recognizing 11th Grade 

students that demonstrate 

outstanding work in 

computer science, 

engineering physics & 

chemistry 

Rajiv Chanda Freeport High School 

Philip Jang Syosset High School 
Raymond Janis Commack High School 
Nathaniel Lee Jericho High School 

Kyle Mitra Commack High School 

Adam Pahlavan Jericho High School 

Archana Verma Jericho High School 

 


