
Lessons Learned: Always check the reactivity of the chemicals, AND the container you put it in! Always 

use a shield or have everyone in eye protection. 

 

-Kim Gates 

 

_____________________________ 

http://chicago.suntimes.com/news-chicago/7/71/1053795/exploding-pumpkin-chemistry-class-

injured-noble-charter-student-suit 

EXPLODING PUMPKIN IN CHEMISTRY CLASS INJURED NOBLE CHARTER STUDENT: SUIT 

Tags: us_IL, education, follow-up, injury, methanol 

 A chemistry class demonstration at a Near West Side high school on Halloween 2014 ended with a 

student injured by an exploding pumpkin, a newly filed lawsuit alleges. 

 The four-count suit was filed Tuesday in Cook County Circuit Court by Bryanna Romero, who was a 

student at UIC College Prep in October 2014. 

 Romero’s suit alleges that during her chemistry class on Oct. 31, 2014, her teacher tried to show the 

chemical reaction between boric acid and methanol when the two were placed inside a pumpkin. 

 During the demonstration, the teacher “created a chemical explosion” that injured Romero’s eyes 

and face, the suit stated. 

 The teacher who allegedly performed the demonstration — also named as a defendant — is still 

employed at the school, according to UIC Prep’s website. 

 A spokesperson for the Noble Network of Charter Schools could not be reached for comment 

Wednesday evening. 

 The suit alleges negligence, willful and wanton conduct and violations of the Eye Protection in Schools 

Act. It seeks an undisclosed amount in damages. 
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